
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

A p p l i c a t i o n  ?To. 1 3 9 9 9  of the Ceorge IJasbinsjton I J n i v e r s i t y ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  S u b - s e c t i o n  8?07.2 of t h e  Zoninq Regul a t  i o n s  , 
f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  u n d e r  P a r a g r a p h  3 l O l , 4 6  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e  u s e  of c3 p a r k i n g  Lot  a s  a c o l l e q e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  u s e  i n  
an R-5-C D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  733-39 -- 2 4 t h  S t r e e t ,  
N . F S e g  (Squa re  4 2 ,  Lot 8 4 4 ) .  

H e a r i n g  Date:  August  3 ,  1 9 8 3  
Decision Date: September  7 ,  1983 

F I N D I N G  OF FACT: ~- 

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  OF ES and 2 4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  N.11. and 
i s  knowicl a s  733-39 74th S t r e e t ,  tJ.I.7. Tt i s  I-ocated i n  a n  
R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The Board ,  by BZA Orde r  N o .  13146 dated Elay 5, 
roved  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  lot 

f o r  a p e r i o d  of f o u r  y e a r s  as  a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  u s e .  

3 .  The e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g  lot on the s i t e  contains 
f i f ty-sexTen p a r k i n  spaces and  c o n t r i h u t e s  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  
p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  OF t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  The approved  
TJn ive r s i ty  Campus P l a n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  2 7 0 0  t o  3 000 p a r k i n g  
s p a c e s  * 

4 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  area of 
t h e  George \ l a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus P l a n  a s  approved  by 
t h e  noard. The site i s  d e s i g n a t e d  For deve lopmen t  d u r i n g  
t h e  t h i r d  phase of the un i17e r s i ty  campus deve lopmen t .  The re  
a r e  no p r e s e n t  plans t o  d e v e l o p  the s i t e .  Such devel-oprnent 
would occur a t  some u n d e s i q n a t e d  f u t u r e  t i m e  ~ 

5 .  The U n i v e r s i t y ' s  Campus P l a n  which was reviewed. 
pproved  in I970 by t h e  Board of Zori iEg A d j u s t m e n t ,  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  7,700 t o  3 , 0 0 0  p a r k i n g  spaces. 
Georqe Washi n q t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  must  p r o v i d e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  I i n c l u d i n g  p a r k i n g ,  which are e s s e n t i a l  t o  i t s  
s t a f f ,  f a c u l t y ,  s t u d e n t s ,  p a t i e n t s ,  a t t e n d i n g  physicians and 
v i s i t o r s .  The f a c u l t y ,  s t a f f  and  on-campus e n r o l l m e n t  
a p p r o x i m a t e s  23 ,000  p e o p l e .  T h e r e  i s  also a 5 0 0  bed  
h o s p i t a l  and  a l a r g e  m e d i c a l  o u t - p a t i e n t  l o a d  w i t h  i t s  dail.17 
flow of v i s i t o r s .  



6 .  The n a t u r e  and  s c o p e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t  t h e  t y p i c a l  9:OO A m t I a  t o  5:00 P . P I e p  f i v e  
Stay a week o p e r a t i o n .  Much o f  t h e  employment i s  a s h i f t  
n a t u r e  o r  t e a c h i n g  mode. S c h e d u l e s  change  frequently 
l i m i t i n g  a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  car p o o l s .  
PIany o f  t h e  work s h i f t s  begLn b e f o r e  o r  end  a f t e r  p u b l i c  
subway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  o p e r a t i n g .  

7. The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  P l e t r o r a i l  s v s t e ~  
a s  c u r r e n t l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  has created. no m a t e r i a l  change  i n  
t h e  r e v u i r e d  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  s i n c e  t h e  Roard l a s t  approved  
t h e  s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

P. The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  L C  an  a t t e n d e d  l o t  w i t h  
access oFf  24tb S t r e e t  c o n t r o l l e d  by a n  a t t e n d a n t .  'The 
a t t e n d a n t s  a re  on d u t y  from 7.00 A.T'i, to a b o u t  10:00 P.N. 
T h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  h a s i c a l l v  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  l o t .  They s c r e e n  f o r  v a l i d  p a r k i r q  s t i c k e r s ,  Thev 
have  r e s p o ~ s i b i l i t y  f o r  surTTei l lance  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e f t  and t o  
move v e h i c l e s  where s t a c k e d  p a r k i n q  i s  i r i v o l v e d .  The 
a t - t e n d a n t s  a re  also r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p o l i c i n g  t h e  a r e a  n e a r  
the a t t e n d a n t  b o o t h .  P a r k i n g  s u p e r v i s o r s  c h e c k  t h i s  l o t  
d a i l y  and  c a l l  i n  ?or any  non- schedu led  t r a s h  removal. o r  
Srea m a i n t e n a n c e  if n e c e s s a r y .  R o u t i n e  g r o u n d s  ca re ,  l o t  
house -keep ing  and  t r a s h  a r e  p i c k e d  up  on a s c h e d u l e d  has i s .  

9 .  The a p p l i c a n t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  no  c o m p l a i n t s  about 
.the o p e r a t i o n  and  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  lot. 

90. The lot i s  i n  cornpliaiice w i t h  all t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
enumera ted  i n  t h e  l a s t  Orde r  o f  t h e  Roard ,  

11 e The U n i v e r s r t y  e n c o u r a q e s  t h e  u s e  of p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  It a l s o  m h n t a i n s  a c a r  pool l oca t e r  
se rv ice .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  TJr i ivers i ty  p a s s e s  t h e  f u l l  c o s t  
of i t s  parking o p e r a t i o n s  on t o  t h e  users t o  f u r t h e r  
d i s c o u r a g e  t h e  u s e  of a u t o m o b i l e s .  

1 3 .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e z  that a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  
t h e  D.C. Depar tment  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  had  a 
c o n s u l t a n t  c o n d u c t  2 s t u d y  p r o j e c t i n g  i t s  p a r k i n q  n e e d s  h o t h  
c u r r e n t  and  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 9 0 ' s  h a s e d  on t h e  100-mile rletro 
o p e r a t i o n ,  The s t u d y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i n  1385, the  t J n i v e r s i t y  
would need  2 , 0 8 Q  s p a c e s .  By 1 9 9 0 ,  t h a t  would he  r e d u c e d  t o  
a b o u t  2 , 5 5 6  s p a c e s  b a s i c a l  l y  a t t e n d a n t  w i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  of 
t h e  9 0 0 - m i l e  l l e t ro ra i l  sys t em.  By t h e  end  of 1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  p r c - j e c t s  t h a t  i t s  i n v e n t o r y  w i l l  s t a b i l i z e  a t  
" 8 3 6  spacesr  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  s u b j e c t  E i f t y - s e v e n  s p a c e s .  
Ry 1 9 8 4  t o  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p r o j e c t e d  a d e c r e a s e  From 
? , 8 3 6  s p a c e s  t o  2 , 6 5 9  s p a c e s  d u e  to  p l a n n e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  on 
S q u a r e s  7 5 ,  1 0 0  and  1 0 3 ,  These  2 , 6 5 9  s p a c e s ,  when compared 
t o  a p r o j e c t e d  1 9 8 5  r e q u i r e m e n t  or' 2,889 d e v e l o p e d  by t h e  
c o n s u l t a n t  and  a l s o  c o n p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  2700 mininum r e q u i r e d  
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by the approved Campus Plan, reaffirms the urgent need to 
approve the subject appl-ication. 

13. The Department of Transportation I by memorandum 
dated LTune 6 ,  19P3, reported that the subject lot is 
currently used €or all-day student, faculty, staff, and 
service vehicle parking by the George Washington University. 
It contributes fifty-seven spaces to the total of 2,700 to 
3,000 required under the University's Campus Plan, approved 
by the BZA in 1970. The Department of Transportation site 
inspection revealed that this parking lot was clean and 
well-maintained. The Department of Transportation further 
reported that at the tine of the last application for 
continued operation of this lot, in a January 30, 1980, 
report, the Department recommended BZA approval for a 
two-year period, and undertook to reevaluate the transit 
situation near the site at the e n d  of that period. The 
Department of Transportation recent reevaluation indicated 
that the limited expansion of the Metrorail system since 
1980 had not increased appreciably the site's accessibility 
by transit, nor had it reduced the need for off-street 
parking ir, the George Washington IJnj-versity area. 
Accordingly, the Department of Transportation had no 
objection to the continued operation of this parkinq lot, 
The Board concurs in the Departnent of Transportation 
recommendation. 

14. Advisory Neiqhborhood Commission 2A made no 
recommendation on the application. 

15. There wa.s no opposition to the application at the 
public hearing or on fi-le. 

16. A t  the conclusion of the public hearing, the 
record was left open for the applicant to subnit the parking 
rates effective on July 1, 1983, and a parking inventory and 
status of a11 the parking lots controlled by the University. 
The evidence submitted reflects that the rates, which 
include a twelve percent D.C. tax, €or faculty and staff are 
$50.40 per month, €or commuter students are $2.41 a period 
(first period is from 6:OO A.M. to 5 . 5 0  P.El.,  second period 
is from 2.00 P.M. to Midnight) and for visitors, are $2.00 
per hour with a maximum o€ $7.25. The status evidence 
ref 'lected that the University operates twenty-eight parking 
lots, The number of parking spaces is 2,863. Eleven of the 
Lots are subject to continued approval by the BZA, The 
closest termination date is June 9, 1984. The furthest 
termination date is November 14, 1987. 

17. The Board takes cognizance of the many 
applications for the continued operation of its parking lots 
that the applicant processes durinq a year. It is the 
Board's opinion that trpating each application singly may 
gave a distorted view of the affect on the campus itself and 
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t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  ne ighborhood .  I n  o rde r  t o  o b t a i n  a n o r e  
t o t a l  impressSori ,  it i s  t h e  130a rd f s  i n t e n t  t o  t e r m i n a t e  
f u t u r e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  on t h e  same d a t e  t h a t  t h e  s u h j e c t  
a p p l i c a t i o n   ill t e r m i n a t e ,  I n  t h i s  way, t h e  Board w i l l  
e v e n t u a l l y  have  a l l  t h e  p a r k i n q  l o t s  before  it a t  one  t i m e .  
T t  'LS t h e  Eoard's i n t e n t  t o  v i e w  t h e  t o t a l  i m p a c t  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t o  review one  p a r k i n g  Lot and  i t s  i m p a c t  a t  a t i n e ,  

CONCLUSIOPTG OF LAW AND OPIPJLON:  

Based on t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  
which r e q u i r e s  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o4r Paragra1,h 
3 1 0 1 . 4 6  and Sub-sec t ioE  8 2 0 7 . 2  of  t h e  Zonina R e g u l a t i o n s .  
The Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  net  i t s  h u r d e n  of 
p r o o f .  The l o t  by i t s e l f  d o e s  riot r e a s o n a b l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
a d v e r s e  t r a f f i c  effect . ,  and  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  l o t  t o  t h i s  
p o i n t  h a s  n o t  had a n  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  cha rac t e r  
o r  f u t u r e  deve lopment  o f  t h e  a r ea .  The l o t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  
r e a s o n a b l v  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i s  p a r t  
o f  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  of s p a c e s  used by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and i s  
n e c e s s a r v  t o  keep  t h e  nunber  of p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
V r r i v e r s i t y  u s e  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  2 7 0 0  t o  3QOO as r e q u i r e d  by 
t h e  Board.  The Board n o t e s  t h a t  t e s t i n o n y  from a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  the U n i v e r s i t y ,  as s e t  f o r t h  i n  F i n d i n g  of 
F a c t  No. 12, i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  nunbe r  o f  p a r k i n g  spaces i s  
p r o j e c t e d  t o  f a l l  be low 3,700 i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  17hile t h a t  
i s s u e  i s  n o t  now b e f o r e  t h e  Boar(?, t h e  S o a r d  r eminds  t h e  
l i n i v e r s j  t y  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  approved  campus p l a n  r e q u i r e s  
2 , 7 0 0  t o  3 , 0 0 0  p a r k i n g  spaces t o  b e  p r o v i d e d .  

The B c s r d  f u r t h e r  conel-udes thc i t  t h e  r e l i e f  c a n  be 
g r a n t e d  a s  i n  harmony wit-h t h e  i n t e n d  and p u r p o s e  of t h e  
Zoning R c q u l a t i o n s  and  w i l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  
u s e  of n e i g h 5 o r i n g  propert17,  A c c o r d i n g l y  IC i s  OXPiCRED t h a t  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
CONDTTTOMS :: 

A. Approval  shall be f o r  a p e r i o d  t e r m i n a t i n g  on 
November 1 4  I 1 9  8 7 

B. N a i n t e n a n c e  and  service v e h i c l e s  up  t o  1,5 t o n s  
i n  w e i g h t  and  r e c r e a t i o n a l  ~ 7 e h i c l e s  and p i c k u p  
t r u c k s  of  s t u d e n t s  I f a e u l t v  and  s t a f f  I p r o v i d e d  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  no larcrer t h a n  n i n e  f e e t  bv 
n i n e t e e n  f e e t ,  may be p e r m i t t e d  t o  p a r k  on t-he 
s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .  

@. A l l  a r e a s  d e v o t e d  t o  d r i v e w a y s  a c c e s s  lanes, and 
Dark ing  a reas  s h a l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  a pav ing  
of m a t e r i a l  fo r r i j  ng an a l l - w e s t h e r  i m p e r v i o u s  
s u r f a c e  

n. Sumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  and  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a l l  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  
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Ea 

F. 

G .  

WOTK: 5-0 

No v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  peru i i t t ed  
t o  p r o j e c t  over an77 l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on o r  
over  t h e  p u b l i c  s p a c e .  

A l l  p a r t s  of t h e  lot s h a l l  b e  k e p t  f r e e  of r e f u s e  
and  6ebris and sliaI.1 he paved  o r  l a n d s c a p e d .  
Landscap ing  s h a l l  be ma in ta ined -  in a h e a l t h y  
growing  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  i n  c7 n e a t  and  o r d e r l y  
a p p e a r a n c e .  

I!Jo o t h e r  u s e  shall.. b e  c o n d u c t e d  F r o m  or upon t h e  
p r e m i s e s  and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  an 
a t t e n d a r i c # s  s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  o r  u s e d  upon 
t h e  p r e m i s e s  u n l e s s  such  u s e  o r  s t r u c t u r e s  arc' 
o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  the z o n i n g  d i s t r i c t  i n  
which t h e  p a r k i n g  lot i s  locazcd.  

Any l i g h t i n g  u s e d  t o  illuninate t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  
o r  i t s  a c c e s s o r y  l n u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be so a r r a n g e d  
t h a t  all d i r e c t  rays of s u c h  l i g h t i n g  a r e  
c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  p a r k i n g  lot., 

(1 , inds l ev  b7i1-LiansI l J i l l i am F, McIntosh ,. C a r r i e  
1,. Thornhill., Douglas J. P a t t o n  a.nd C h a r l e s  R. 
PJorris t o  q r a n t )  

FY ORDER PI? THE: D.C. BOARD OF ZOWTNG ADJUSTPIEPIT 

ATY'ES'TED 3U: 
STEVEN E. SF-LER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

FZNI'iL DATE OF CRDERr 

'(JN D E R SUB -- S E C T I ON 
DECISTOf: OR ORDER 
DAYS AFTER EIAVIUG 
RULES O F  P R A C T I C E  
ADJIJSTPlENT 

TRIPS ORDER OF TE7E 

8204. 3 OF THE ZOMTNG REGULATIONS I "NO 
O F  TEE BOARD SHALJ, TAKE E F F E C T  1JKTIL TETJ 
BECOPTE F IKAL PURSUANT TQ THE ~ U ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N ~ A ~ ,  
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZOPJIPJG 


